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PRAYER OF A HOMELESS MAN 

FOR THE VOLUNTEERS OF  

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN  
 

 Lord, I confess, that when I am caught 

up in my own pain, I sometimes commit the 

sin of ingratitude for the kindness of the 

good people I meet.  This evening I give 

thanks; ask you Lord, to bless the volunteers 

that make tonightôs dinner possible. 

 

 By their kindness, by their presence 

here tonight, the volunteers of All Saints Lu-

theran nourish my spirit; just as the food, 

they serve, nourishes my body. 

 

 Bless those good people Lord, as we 

join together to give thanks, to God al-

mighty, from whom all blessings flow.  

AMEN 
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Church Staff 
Pastor 

Alan B. Eschenbacher 

Visitation Pastor 

George Taylor 

Organist 

Nisha Coulter 

Substitute Organist 

Ty Peterson 

Office Administrator 

Teresa Freund 

Custodians 

Robert Chenault  

John Holzendorf 

 

Council Members 
President 

Stacey Winkle 

Vice President 

Karen Bryant 

Secretary 

Maynard Ross 

Treasurer 

Eleanor Olson 
 

Verna Bagby 

Leona Chenault 

Bryce Eschenbacher 

John Holzendorf 

Ryan McKinley 

Dee Priest 

Larry Ray 
 

Financial Secretary 

Cora Jelinek 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

ALL SAINTS GATHER 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 

Email items to: 

 allsaintsgather@gmail.com 
 

OR place articles & submissions on the 

desk in the office. 

 

Deadline for the September Issue: 

MONDAY,  AUGUST 24th 

CELEBRATE 

AUGUST!!!!! 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

2  Lynn Tolva 

5  Amanda Cochrane 

7  John Hill 

 Katie Willenbrock 

10  Shirley Chaffins 

12 Leona Chenault 

15 Maynard Ross 

24  Karl Antonson 

29 Bryce Eschenbacher 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

15  Ryan & Angie McKinley 

22  Don & Karen Bryant 

28 Dean & Christina Simnioniw 
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 A strange year is more than half over. 

Strange in that we have had an unusually early 

HOT streak this summer with an unusually long 

allergy season and now it looks like our fire season 

will be long as well. The year of LONG seasons is 

what I will call it! Long seasons or trends or move-

ments or what have you é are something that the 

people of God must learn to get used to, hereôs 

what I mean; in our day to day lives we get used to 

things being a certain way, consistent and predicta-

ble. Another way of saying it, is that we like things 

the way they are é NO CHANGES please and 

thank you very much! Unfortunately the world is 

in constant flux, change is inevitable and we can 

either roll with it or get rolled over BY IT! The 

church has been changing since the 1950ôs é dra-

matically so since the 1980ôs. What has the church 

done about this? For the most part we have ignored 

it, we have spent our energies trying to re-imagine, 

re-live and re-invent the PAST, to try and keep it 

alive. The result? The mainline churches have ex-

perienced precipitous decline in membership, fi-

nances, and influence. Newer movements of the 

church, such as mega-churches, have come along 

in the last 30-40 years to ñre-cycleò the disillu-

sioned members that have left the mainline church-

es, but the latest polls show that even they are ex-

periencing a flat membership now. So what then 

are we followers of Christ to do? Panic? Blame? 

Shame? Those games have been tried and used 

over and over by the church and, other than occu-

pying our time, they accomplish nothing. The 

blamed and shamed have NO reason to come to 

back to church, quite the opposite, they will in-

stead choose to stay away and uninvolved. The an-

swer is to arouse in people a yearning for that 

which they KNOW is real. WE AS A NATION 

ARE IN DENIAL é We must confront the reality 

of life and to name the things which are causing 

strife among Godôs people, the injustices that are 

being perpetrated on the vulnerable that ultimately 

lead to violence. Once we have named the reality 

of injustice, we can then invite and help the com-

munity to engage in grief over the loss é the re-

ality that we have lost some of our humanity by 

participating and having a stake in the injustice. 

This grief is the remedy for the denial. Once we 

have accepted our role in the injustice and engaged 

in grief over it é then, and only then do we move 

on to a solution. The solution is that we offer 

HOPE é that is what we, as the church have to 

offer in abundance, the HOPE of God in Jesus 

Christ. We go on bearing witness to the power of 

the HOLY SPIRIT and this power then will draw 

community in to GODôS midst, maybe in our 

space called All Saints Lutheran, maybe else-

where. Many polls have shown that the younger 

generation wants to be part of something that 

ñmattersò, to make a difference in vulnerable peo-

pleôs lives. The part that isnôt talked about much is 

that WE ALL are vulnerable to the power of the 

destructive predatory economic system that domi-

nates the world. Some of the wealthiest folks in the 

world have better insulation from the facts than 

you or I, but in the end GOD will only put up with 

the injustice for so long. Then the truth will come 

out and probably violently, as in revolutionary, and 

I guess that is what might be necessary é but rev-

olutions usually turn out to be most costly for the 

poor and vulnerable é so maybe we should look 

for a way to be revolutionary but hopeful in a solu-

tion that gets the job done but without the vio-

lence?  

 I know it may be disconcerting for you to 

hear these words of doubt about our economic situ-

ation and words advocating revolution é but I 

pray that they stir in you a response é a conversa-

tion, a yearning for justice that we can work to-

ward. Justice that is possible é but only if we all 

set aside our role in the ñsystemò long enough to 

let the revolution begin.  

 

Pastor Alan  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastorôs Message 
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Brian Dickerson, Craig Davenport, Judy Shoaf,  

Dara Evans, Cindy Shepherd,   

Beau & Robert Chenault,  Solveig Shepherd,  

Roxie Bryant, Shirley Evers, Mark DeRoth,  

Mark Lane, Roberta MacKay,  Pam Wasmund, 

Laurel Gittings, Arlene and David OôBrien,  

Stan Schaefer Family, Bob Schlotman,  

Frances Sola, Owen Robinson, Germaine Morgan 

For our Members in the Military 
Paul Billings, Ben Coles, 

 Robert Guyton, Aaron Jelinek 

PRAYER AT  

ALL SAINTS  

For the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the  

future of All Saints 

For Pastor Alan Eschenbacher  

as he serves All Saints 

For Bishop Martin Wells  

and the Synod Staff 

For ELCA presiding Bishop  

Elizabeth A. Eaton  

For divine guidance for our country 

PLASTIC CONTAINERS NEEDED 

 

The soup kitchen is in need of clean 

plastic containers with lids. Our supply 

is low and we use the containers on a 

weekly basis to provide to go meals on 

Tuesday nights. 

Come see St Annôs newly remodeled  

kitchen and help serve!!! 

2120 E. First Å Spokane, WA 99202  

We will serving lunch and helping 

clean up at St Annôs Catholic Church 

on Sunday, August 16th. A group of 

congregations, including All Saints 

(we are scheduled every nine weeks), 

participate in providing a Sunday 

Lunch to the homeless at St. Ann Cath-

olic Church.  Please plan to arrive  

prior to 1pm.  If you have any  

questions please call the church off or  

see Dean Treichel. 
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Mark your calendars é Sunday School Starts September 13th!! 
 

We are very excited to announce that we will have a Sunday School this fall. Sunday School 

will take place during worship é kids will start in the Sanctuary and will be returned to their 

parents during the sharing of the peace.  

 

We will be using Augsburg Fortress' curriculum called Whirl. The kids will be brought into the 

life of the church with this lectionary-centered curriculum. Each lesson follows a four-part se-

quence: Welcome, Hear, Respond, and Launch (WHRL!)  

 

There have been several members who have expressed an interest in providing monetary sup-

port. Any and all support will be greatly appreciated. Another way members can help is by vol-

unteering to teach. This will be a wonderful opportunity for the children of All Saints to get to 

know people and connect to the life of the church.  We are looking for members who would like 

to help teach the children of All Saints Lutheran. 

 

Please contact Laurel Eschenbacher (509-434-4421) if you are interested in helping. 

Spokane Indians  

Group Night 
If you would like tickets to the  

Spokane Indians game on August 22nd, 

6:30pm, please let Erik  

Eschenbacher know at 362-2192  

or Teresa in the office at 838-4409.  

Tickets are $5 per person 

HAVE YOU PICKED OUT  

YOUR FABRIC? 

 
Laurel Eschenbacher is working on a project 

for our Stewardship Event that is scheduled 

for September. She has lots of fabric to 

choose from and is asking that each family 

pick out a piece of fabric of their choosing 

and she will use it in the project and you will 

get it back in an exciting new form!  

 

She will have fabric available the next 2 Sun-

days during Coffee Hour for people to choose 

from. If you are unable to attend, please give 

her a call (509-434-4421) and she will make 

arrangements for you to participate in this fun 

project. 
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